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.Several initiatives to evacuate
Islanders from the battle zone came to
nothing. DUNCAN CAMPBELL and
SIEVE WALKER ask whether the
wishes of the Falklanders really count
.anvmnre

,
WHEN THE SMOKE clears from ,the
ruins of Port Stanley, the .government
finally will have to explain to the. Falkland
Islanders, the British and the world what
the battle was all about. The Britishgov-
ernment has stressed the 'paramountcy' of
the islanders' views on the Colony's future.
_ The mechanism for' the seeking of views
is, presumably, a referendum - an uncom-
fortable problem for the Foreign and Com-
monwealth Office, since it has already
been resolute in-ignoring any expression of
the islanders' views. The government ig-
rimed three separate requests for islanders
to be evacuated before the battle, On
various excuses they have rejected not just
the pleas for evacuation. but concrete
proposals which had been made.
One such proposal, has not previously

been reported in Britain: There are on the
Islands some 30 members of the Baha'I
religion, mostly United. States citizens,
who recently settled in the Falklands,
valuing their remoteness. The US govern-
ment sought to make arrangements to re-
move them from an imminent war zone;
and offeredto arrange for an aircraft or
ship to pick them/up. The Baha'I mem-
bers, who have by all accounts established
a friendly relationship with. the other is-
"Ianders, said they would not leave unless
evacuation were available to all. The US.
government 'did not object to this, but
someone - the Foreign Office, Argentina,
or most likely both' - did. The Baha'Is,
therefore, remained on the Falklands ..
Margaret Burkett, an agronomist re-

cently evacuated from the Islands, spoke,
last week about the three pleas for evacua-
tion. We have independently confirmed
two of these. The first is well known. A
second came via the Islands' medical offic-
er's wife. In the first plea, 18 islanders and
officials' signed the letter which was
brought out through Montevideo' on 8
April. -It was dismissed out of hand as evi-
dence of Island, opinion by the Foreign
Office, most vigorously by the expelled
Governor, Rex Hunt. It was argued that
although a majority of the signatories were
long-standing resident islanders none was
an elected representative.
This was a distortion of the actual situa-

tion. Had it not been for the obvious diffi-
culties of communication during the Ar-
gentine invasion, the note would probably
have been signed by all the elected mem-
bers of the Island's Legislative Council.
Most of them were back in their homes,

however, and the note was signed only by
one ex-officio councillor and other officials
who attended one of a series of meetings of
the Falklands government staff a week
after the invasion. But for his absence else-
where also, the note would undoubtedly
have been signed by the Islands' Chief
Secretary, Dick Baker; the senior govern-
ment administrator. ' ' .
. When the ,Ishinders' views are finally
taken, the Foreign Office may find thatthis
refusal to take ..seriously evacuation' re-
quests of those who are now being
liberated will rebound on it. If one of the
questions in a referendum were to be:
'Would you, accept a subsidy to leave the
Islands and' settle elsewhere x, a large
number would 'be certain to answer in the
affirmative. Therefore, it is unlikely to be
one of· the questions asked. It would un-
dermirie the whole basis of the war.
Within the Foreign Office, there has

been no serious long-term discussion of the
islanders' future with the former Governor
or expelled government staff. The War
Cabinet, clearly, aren't interested. 'There is
even some doubt as to whether the former
government of the Falklands' - excluding
the Governor, of course; whose symbolic
return will be' a necessary show for the TV
cameras - will be 'returned. In order, to
sustain Mrs Thatcher's. determination to \
secure military success for its own sake, it
may very. well be necessa~y to send out a
replacerrient team of trustworthy Whitehall
staff to ensure that the islanders do not
ex;press their 'paramountcy' by speaking
out of turn about quitting after 'liberation'.
Tentative proposals for new industry and

settlement on the Falklands are being
..discussed. The most profitable organisa-
tion at-this moment, however, is the Falk-
lands Islands Company (FIC), which owns
46per cent of all Falklands land, in eight
huge farms. It employs 80 per cent of the
non-government employees on the Islands,
some 750 people ..
Although half of the farming land, and

the 650,000 sheep thereori, belong to'other
companies and landlords - almost all of
whom are absent in Britain Or elsewhere -
there have' been no serious moves towards
wider land ownership, despite recom-
mendations by Lord Shackleton in 1976.
FIC continues to dominate the economy.
through its operation of.the shipping to and
from the Islands, .as it purchases and trans-
ports almost all the wool produced. Until
the British government paid £4.2 million
.for the development of the airport at Port
Stanley in order for the Argentinian (mili-
tary-run) airline,-LADE, to fly a weekly
air service, the FIC's charter ship once
every two months was virtually the only
means of communications with the world.
Both the Ministry of Defence and the

Overseas Development Ministry have now
begun planning for new work they will do
on the islands. Some of the merchant ships
now requisitioned and despatched to the
South Atlantic are loaded with Royal Engi-
neers and building supplies. Their. first
priority will be the construction of thou-
sands of 'temporary billets' for troops to
maintain the much enlarged garrison.
Many islanders, meanwhile, will haveto be
'cajoled or petsuade~ to stay put, if the
whole venture is to avoid. appearing
substantially pointless. 0 .


